[Conjunctival dirofilariasis due to Dirofilaria Repens. A new Tunisian case].
Dirofilariasis due to Dirofilaria repens is a parasitic disease affecting domestic animals and transmitted to man by mosquito bites. Human infestation is rare and involves benign subcutaneous and ocular manifestations. The diagnosis is made by excisional biopsy, which is also the sole recommended treatment. There are few reports of human infection in Tunisia. We report herein the second case of conjunctival dirofilariasis in a 21-year-old woman residing in Tunis (Tunisia). The clinical presentation evoked orbital cellulites. Clinical and radiological investigations did not provide a diagnosis. Surgical excision and histological examination established the diagnosis by the presence of an adult female worm identified as Dirofilaria repens. Parasite extraction allowed successful treatment. Dirofilariasis is rare in Tunisia, with only seven cases reported. The true incidence of dirofilariasis is probably greater than recognized. This can be explained by the apparent benign nature of the lesions that may not warrant excision.